is a direct expression of "his own experience, " it takes the form of a monologue which is a very significant fact. Eightfold Noble Path has an independent structure in both style and contents. From a literary standpoint, the combination of these two sections appears awkward, but this lack of sophistication is thought to contain the authentic, original exposition.
The five bhikkhus were serious students who decided to accompany Sakyamuni because he was a prince when he first renounced the worldly shows how difficult it is to convey the proper understanding of satori.
Even in ordinary communication, such as that of a public lecture, each.
listener has his own interpretation which invariably differs from the others. This new concept of truth was repeatedly taught to the five monks, and (19) the first to attain satori was Kondanna, who opened the eyes of dhamma.
The others followed, and the six arahats together formed the first sangha in Buddhist history. The creator of this new beginning, as well as the discoverer of the new satori at its base, is none other than Sakyamuni. It is only natural then that it is said of him that he was "the one who first cultivated the path which had never been cultivated, the one who made known the path which had never been known, and the one who (20) taught the path which had never been taught."
In the modern world many Western scholars have come to recognize that the Buddha opened a new epoch in human, history with a new ideal and a new spirit, but the contents of the new have never been clarified. My work, The Middle (21) Way Thought and Its Development, is an attempt to clarify this problem.
